
We hope you all had a lovely Easter break and had some special family time.  The last 11 weeks at TBAS have 

certainly been both busy and productive with events and fantastic learning opportunities for our students as 

we work towards individual, cohort and whole school goals. 

SIP 

Our Site Improvement Plan focus on reading comprehension has ensured all staff are working on the common 

goals and the challenge of practice outlined within this document.  Our staff continue to upskill and refine their 

practice and we now have an amazing opportunity to work with one of our ‘experts’ from the Literacy 

Guarantee Unit in our Department to further our work on the SIP early next term. Our objective is to present 

core work on the Science of Reading, relate this to student data and link directly to the teaching which will 

have the biggest impact for student growth points and continue to raise the quality of teaching reading 

comprehension across all subject areas.  

For this to occur we have scheduled our first Pupil Free Day for 2021 which will be on Monday 3rd May as 

approved by our Governing Council. 

Reading 

Learning to read is one of the most important educational outcomes of primary education. It is a complex 

process that involves learning to decode and make meaning from texts. Supporting your child’s reading 

journey at home can make a real difference in helping your child learn to read. Below are some ideas from the 

Education Department on how you can support your child’s reading at home: 

• Take the time to read to your child on a regular basis, such as at bedtime or after a snack when they 

come home from school. If possible, provide a quiet place with no distractions so they can focus on the 

task in hand. Try not to rush this special time with your child, as making reading fun is vital. Reading to 

your child helps them to hear the language written in books and learn how to take in new information. 

Stories also introduce them to new and unfamiliar situations. Children who are read to at home—or 

read at home themselves—even if just for a few minutes every day, can make far greater progress than 

those who do not. 

• Children’s language will develop more quickly if you and your family share stories from an early age. 

Extend their language by asking them to talk about what they have seen heard or done. When reading 

books together, talk about what is happening in the story. You could ask them to predict what might 

happen next. The ‘five Ws’ can be useful: who, what, where, when and why. 

• Simply talking to children about different or unusual words helps to develop their curiosity about 

language and the sounds within words. You can encourage this by playing creative word and sound 

games, or by singing nursery rhymes and songs, and by introducing special names, for example, the 

names of different dinosaurs.  

We look forward to inviting parents back into school next term to support with our reading programs.  

NAPLAN 

In Week 9 the Year 5 and 9 students sat a practice NAPLAN test in preparation for NAPLAN testing to occur in 

Weeks 3 and 4 Term 2. The purpose of this practice test was to iron out any flaws in the system and to ensure 

our internet connection could handle the online platform. Although some minor trouble shooting was 

required, we were successful in running the sessions and the students handled the exercise well. Completing 

the real tests next term will provide teachers with valuable data to help inform practice and plan next steps in 

learning for each individual student. 
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Primary awards 

At each Primary assembly 3 students from each class are recognised for displaying the learning 

dispositions of Grit, Resilience and Self-Regulation. Congratulations to the following students who were 

recognised during Week 9:  

 

 

Parent Teacher Interviews 

Thank you to all parents and staff who attended interviews last week. They are a very valuable tool for 

both teachers and parents to ensure we are working as a team to achieve the best outcomes for our 

students.  

Work Experience 

Our Year 10 students are in the final stages of organising their Work Experience placements for week 2 of 

next term. Work Experience provides our students with an insight into how it looks and feels to be in a 

job which may interest them. It helps students to affirm or eliminate possible career ambitions in a 

certain field of work, which is important while they are in this period of considering what is a good fit for 

them in their future.  

We thank our local employers for their preparedness to take on our students and provide this valuable 

opportunity for them. We trust our Year 10 students will embrace this valuable opportunity to experience 

working in their chosen field by asking questions, being observant, using their initiative and 

demonstrating our TRAC Values. We look forward to visiting the students at their worksite during the 

week and feeling proud of their achievements. 

Attendance 

While Work Experience takes students away from their programmed curriculum for a week, it can be 

accommodated into teachers’ programmes and managed due to the advanced notice.  

If your student needs to miss school for any other reason, we ask that you give the school as much 

advance notice of an upcoming absence for your student as possible so that their teachers can do their 

best to minimise the impact of this on their learning. If students plan to be away for 3 or more days, an 

Exemption Form is needed to approve the absence. Please contact the school to arrange this or have your 

student ask for a form.  

There is a direct correlation between attendance and success in school. We are now more than halfway 

through semester 1 and the learning done is being regularly assessed, making attendance critical. This is 

especially true for our Year 12 students. As regular attendance is even more crucial for these students, we 

will be sending parents a text message next term whenever a year 12 student is absent without prior 

explanation. As discussed previously, good communication between school and home is very helpful in 

supporting these students in their most arduous year of study. 

Home Group teachers can be contacted through a Seesaw message, email, phone call through to the 

front office or text message to the school phone. Contact details can be found on the front page of this 

newsletter. 

Exercising Empathy with our Buddies 

On Thursday afternoons, most classes across the school are timetabled to have a Wellbeing For Learning 

lesson. Our focus this year is on The Resilience Project, where we are practising Gratitude, Empathy and 

Mindfulness. Last week, just before the Easter break, it was great to have the opportunity to get together 

with our buddies to practice empathy together. 

Class Grit Resilience Self-Regulation 

R/1 Ryleah Stewart-Stark Hewston Calderwood Matilda Pedemonte 

Year 1/2 Chloe Treasure Archie Borthwick Seth McKenzie 

Year 2/3 Hazel Moss Eloise Turnbull Xavier Lawrie 

Year 4/5 LeRoy Calderwood Zara Seaman Eva Dempsey 

Year 5/6 Marni Carpenter Ashton Wyatt Charlie Walker 



The Year 12s are buddied-up with the 5/6s and R/1s. In their buddy groups, the Year 12s and 5/6s helped the Reception & Year 1 

students make Easter egg nests out of natural, found materials. Once the nests were made, they were happily tested by placing a few 

little eggs in there… very temporarily! Here are a handful of photos to give an insight into this fun activity for the buddies to work on 

together. See photos in following pages.  

GRIP Leadership conference 

Recently members of our Student Voice Groups were fortunate to attend the GRIP Seminar in Whyalla. Students who attended came 

away with new skills, new perspectives and new ideas for making a positive contribution as a leader. Some of their insights were: 

Ashlee’s Review On the 19 March, I went with a few student voice representatives to the GRIP Leadership seminar. It was so much 

fun, and I learnt so much. And the other people were so nice. It taught me about empathy, determination and helping the school. I 

have so many new ideas for our school and to make it safer and more enjoyable. Shannay’s Review I learned that I need to put my 

own hand up and be ready for when it’s my time to lead. I really enjoyed watching and listening to ‘galah girl’ (an activity we had to 

do). Tayla’s Review I learnt about the importance of leadership tools and how we can utilize them as a team. I enjoyed learning how 

to lead others by example and how to be a good role model to other students / peers. Ella’s Review I enjoyed hearing tips on how to 

be a good leader and how important leadership is. I learnt about the responsibilities of a leader and when to know it’s my time to 

lead. Elke’s Review I really enjoyed getting to know other people and hanging with people from Tumby. I learnt time management 

and ways to be efficient with my time. Abbie’s Review I learnt that an idea doesn’t have to be a complicated one to be a good idea. 

The ‘Loud Noises’ activities were my favourite because they were funny. Charli’s Review I found out about different ways to have 

creative fun without having an event. I most liked the interactions and the actual sessions. Brianna’s Review I learnt a lot about time 

management and why we need leaders and I liked waking up early. 

 

 

 

 

 

Harmony Week  

TBAS celebrated Harmony week  back in week 8. While there were many wonderful conversations and activities happening in classes, 

the Kindness Committee hosted a range of fun activities at lunch time. They spent time during the week to ensure the message of 

respect and inclusiveness was spread throughout our school. The program for the week was as follows: 

Monday - Colouring in competition hosted by Eddie, Eade and Ida 

 Tuesday – Creating a Harmony Week balloon hosted by Krystal, Eloise and Raf.  These creations are now proudly hanging in the 

walkway near the Activity Hall 

  Wednesday- Painting a Harmony Day Mural hosted by Georgia,    Tasha and Jett  

 Thursday- Playing games from around the world on the oval hosted by Amali, Akeyla and Armani 

See photos in following pages. 

Cultural Group Excursion to Poonindi Mission a local elder 

On the 31st March, our cultural program participants went on an excursion to Poonindie Mission. This was to follow up on their 

learning about South Australian Missions. Students met Heather Cox, a local Elder, who conducted a tour of the mission and spoke 

about the history and her family connections. Everyone listened attentively to the interesting information and asked some thought 

provoking questions at the end.  Everyone was treated to a delicious sausage sizzle provided by the program coordinators Jayde and 

Jason.  Our school would like to thank Jayde and Jason for allowing our students to have this wonderful cultural experience.  

 



Shane Masson PE Teacher/Sports Coordinator 

The Tumby Bay Athletics team of 35 students were competitive at the EEPASSA Athletics Carnival that was held at Wudinna at the Town 

Oval in perfect sunny weather conditions on Monday 29th March.  After a successful Sports Day earlier in the term, TBAS were confident 

on a consistent performance at EEPASSA, which resulted in them coming Fifth in the Championship Athletics Shield, with Cummins first 

and Cleve second. 

In the Handicap Age Pennants, Tumby Bay placed 4th in the Sub Juniors, 3rd in Juniors, 5th in Inters and 5th in Seniors. This placed Tumby 

fourth overall in the Handicap Shield, with Cowell winning the Handicap. Tumby Bay was placed 5th in the ball games, behind winners 

Cleve. 

The team of 35 students were well led by school captains Mardi Masson and Kelli Anesbury, who ensured that a competitor was at each 

event, along with organising teams for the ball games and relays. They were well assisted by Neil Seaman who coordinated students into 

events and recorded the students’ results after their events. Thank you to Sheree Griffiths who assisted with the scoring at the carnival 

too. 

Thank you to Harvey Masson, Brad Foster, Jason Bates and Paul Jefferson who assisted with running the javelin, high jump, ball games 

and relays, along with Hayley Masson, for taking photos throughout the day. It was great to see so many parents supporting the students 

and enjoying the success of the team. Thank you to all the parents who assisted with transport, to ensure everyone returned back to 

Tumby Bay safely. 

A great team effort by the students throughout the day, that competed in a variety of events and age groups. Also to the secondary  

students, who provided support and encouragement to the younger team members throughout the entire day. Thank you to Georgia 

Kontos from Wudinna for coordinating this years’ carnival. 

1st Place Results 

Mardi Masson  Senior Girls Discus, Shot 

Alby McDonald  Junior Boys Discus, Shot  

Maisie Curtis   Inter Girls Javelin 

Lily Walker  Junior Girls 200mA, High Jump 

Poppy Stoddard  Junior Girls 200mB 

Tayla Coad  Junior Girls Long Jump 

2nd Place Results 

Ashton Wyatt  Sub Junior Boys 50mB 

Mardi Masson  Senior Girls 100mA 

Kelli Anesbury  Senior Girls 100mB 

Alby McDonald  Sub Junior Boys Shot 

Sadie Curtis  Junior Girls Javelin 

Lily Walker   Junior Girls 100mB, 400mA 

Poppy Stoddard  Junior Girls 400mB 

Dallas Robinson  Sub Junior Boys Javelin 

Oz Richardson  Inter Boys Shot 

Ashlee Cave  Inter Girls 400mB 

Junior Boys  Footy Relay 

Junior Girls   4x100m Relay 

3rd Place Results 

Jaiden Jefferson  Sub Junior Boys High Jump 

Mardi Masson  Senior Girls High Jump 

Kelli Anesbury  Senior Girls 200mA, Long Jump 

Alby McDonald  Junior Boys Javelin, 100mB 

Sadie Curtis  Junior Girls Discus 

Jalen Burgoyne  Sub Junior Boys Triple Jump 

Tyree Burgoyne  Junior Boys 200mA, 100mA 

Naylene Campbell-Webb Inter Girls Discus, 100mB, Shot 

Taryn Beinke  Inter Girls 200mB 

Ashlee Cave  Inter Girls Long Jump 

Oz Richardson  Inter Boys 100mB 

Liam Carr  Inter Boys 400mB 

Senior Boys   Footy Relay 

Junior Boys  4x100m Relay 

Inter Girls  4x100m Relay 
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