
 

Wow! What a whirlwind start to our term! Huge accolades to all of our parents and families who have 

supported us over the past two weeks. For those of you able to keep students home to run remote learning, 

we so appreciate it and I’m sure our health sector joins with us in saying THANK YOU, and for those who 

need to send their students to school we have been able to cater to them well also.  In the coming weeks 

please continue to drop your child/ren off at the gate and social distance where possible. It is because of 

your help that we have been able to keep our school Covid free and have not had a school case...yet! 

New Students 

We welcome many new families to Tumby Bay and new students to Tumby Bay Area School in 2022. 

Additional to our 25 new reception students we have had another 25 new students enrol across other year 

levels, taking our total enrolment to 237. Fantastic news for our school and community.  

Playground Upgrade 

We again thank all community members who were involved in the upgrade of the Junior Primary 

playground. The new playground has definitely been popular with our JP students, and they have been 

enjoying the challenges of the new structure.  

Term Time Swimming 

Swimming lessons for our 3/4, 4/5, 5/6 and Year 7 classes will occur Monday to Thursday in Week 5 this 

term. This is a fantastic opportunity for these students to continue to work on their swimming skills and 

techniques in preparation for swimming carnival held on the Friday. Swimming lessons for R/1 and 2/3 

classes will occur in Term 4. 

New Teachers 

Hi Everyone, my name is Kyle Hansen. I am 30 and have recently moved to Tumby Bay 

and the Eyre Peninsula with my wife Isabelle. This will be my first full year at TBAS, 

however some of you may recognise me from my work here last year as a Relief 

Teacher. This year you will find me teaching a wide range of subjects across the Middle 

and Secondary Schools. These are 7 Music, 9 Math, 10 Personal Learning Plan and 

Geography, and finally 11 & 12 Digital Communication Solutions. On the weekend you 

can expect to see me somewhere by the water as I  am an avid fisher and spear-fisher 

and adore the outdoors. I also enjoy film, photography, gaming, and basically anything 

to do with technology. 

Kate Cullen: My husband and I are thoroughly delighted to have the opportunity to live 

and work in your beautiful town of Tumby Bay.  For many years I was a stay-at-home 

mother, part-time SSO and later a University Student.  While completing my final 

practicum placement, Covid changed my husband’s employment from high-rise city 

center to working online at home.  With both our children being independent adults, 

we decided to embark on a sea-change.  I spent one and a half years working across 

several primary years in Port Augusta.  Moving to Tumby Bay was a decision we made 

when holidaying around the Southern Eyre Peninsula.  We are thrilled to be living and 

working in this beautiful part of our world.  

Samantha Norris: Hi everyone, My name is Miss Norris and I am originally from the 

small town of Cowell. Growing up in the small community of Cowell I joined the local 

netball club and was involved in many agricultural events to support my family farm. 
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What's On 

 

Term 1 

 

Our family farm has cattle, sheep, wheat, canola and barley. My hobbies include running, 

walking, sketching, and cooking. Many of my students already know about my pet cat 

named ‘Pouch,’ who helps students in their learning with his ‘orange paw.’ If you are 

wondering about Pouch’s hobbies he enjoys sleeping, sniffing plants, begging for pats and 

laying under the fan. His absolute favourite hobby is to help students with their learning. I 

am looking forward to getting to know everyone in the Tumby Bay Community, and to be 

near the ocean breeze instead of the desert, which is where I was last year! 

Sharon Walker: Thank you for welcoming me to Tumby Bay Area School. I am excited to 

be part of the team and look forward to meeting you all. My name is Sharon Walker and 

my three children  attend Tumby Bay Area School. I work half here and the other half of 

my week at Poonindie Primary School. I love my job as an SSO and hope you all have a 

great year. 

My name is Katia and I’m so excited to be working with Miss O’Leary in her class this 
term! I am currently studying a Bachelor of Education at Charles Darwin University. This 
is my final 8-week teaching placement. I will be in the classroom until the 22nd of March! 
I come from a family of teachers – my mum is one and so is my aunty (Mrs Stratford). I’m 
really looking forward to getting to know the students and watching them learn.  

 

 

Year 12’s 

Congratulations to our Class of 2021 with all eligible students completing their SACE certificate. Amongst the 

students’ final results were four A+ grades, shared between Ella Rodda and Georgia Stratford. Accolades to 

Georgia for achieving an impressive ATAR of 93.5 to attain dux of the school. It is great to hear about the 

variety of pursuits now underway for this fine group of young adults as they move into further study or 

employment.  

Our Year 12 class of 2022 is settling in well to their big year, having started face to face learning last week. 

We wish them well as they continue the TBAS tradition of achieving personal success in completing their 

South Australian Certificate of Education this year. 

Wellbeing R-12 

The Resilience Project 2022 

GEM- Gratitude Empathy Mindfulness 

TBAS will once again be delivering this amazing project to all our students R-12.  Our GEM festival at the end 

of last year was a wonderful way to celebrate our engagement with the Resilience project and our learning 

about the GEM principles.   It was certainly one of the highlights from 2021.  

We will start the Resilience Project program this week, with some students enjoying activities through 

remote learning. Our first topic of conversation with our classes will be EMOTIONAL LITERACY.  Emotional 

literacy is important as it gives us the ability to recognise, understand, handle and appropriately express 

emotions.  You should start hearing your child talk about  the GEM Principles and Emotional literacy very 

soon.  See below some great conversation topics that can happen at home to further practice these ideas. 

For those who do not know much about the Resilience Project, the program shares positive mental health 

strategies, with the aim of building resilience, gratitude, empathy, happiness and mindfulness and ways to 

practise these in everyday life. It also incorporates Emotional Literacy, connection and Physical Health 

education as they are foundational contributors to positive mental health. Last year, I recommended 

reading the book by Hugh van Cuylenburg, the Founding Director of the program. The Resilience Project: 

Finding Happiness Through Gratitude, Empathy and Mindfulness.  It is a truly inspiring book and will give 

you more information about what the program involves. Hugh now has a new book titled Let Go, It's time 

for us to let go of shame, expectation and our addiction to social media.  This text is also another excellent 

read, and can be found online at the Resilience Project or in most book shops.   
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If you would like to engage in these practices at home, there are family or individual journals available. on 

the RP website https://theresilienceproject.com.au/shop/ .   I have used the 21-day Wellbeing Journal and 

the 6-month My Resilience Project Journal and found them invaluable. Several of our students have used 

these resources and gained a lot from the ideas and activities. If you would like to look closely at these 

resources, you will find a small display in our front office. We look forward to continually sharing the 

Resilience Project journey with you all. For any queries please do not hesitate to contact me at school. 

EMOTIONAL LITERACY GEM CHAT QUESTIONS 

These daily questions have been developed to help families practise the GEM principles. They are a great 

way to facilitate positive conversations as your family shares a meal either in the morning, afternoon or 

evening or at a time that works best. Check out some great GEM CHAT questions here. 

Remember a time when you felt really happy. What made you feel this way? 

Remember a time when you felt really sad. What made you feel this way? How did you turn your mood 

around? 

Remember a time when you felt really excited. How did this make your body feel? For example, alert, 

energetic, trouble sleeping? 

Remember a time when you felt really anxious. How did this make your body feel? For example, increased 

heart rate, sweating, trouble sleeping, butterflies. What did you do to cope with feeling this way? 

 

 

Kurra 

Our School Therapy Dog, Kurra is back at work this year and enjoying 

meeting those students who are attending He has welcomed our 

new Receptions, met some new students, had fun ‘over the road’ 

with Middle School kids and enjoyed going with a range of students 

at break times.  He’s also been a little adventurous and managed to 

roll in something fishy so did need a bit of a spruce up!  Thanks to 

Emma, Lydia and Naylene for giving him a bath. Kurra is so loved at 

our school, however he does cost a bit to 

feed and his occasional vet bills add up.  If 

you would like to sponsor Kurra please get 

in touch, he would love to be a beneficiary 

of your generosity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://theresilienceproject.com.au/shop/


Receptions of 2022 

Back row: Payton, Addi, Levi, Betty, Khalen, Hazel, Isobel, 

Nate, Arabella, Lola, Jimmy 

Front row: Coen, Mason, Zeplin, Imogen, Morgan, Hadley, 

Violet, Rio, Zarli, Will, Sienna, Papaya 

Absent: Willow and Isaiah  



 

Brady Coad Kelli Anesbury Taylah Isaac 

Asha Trenberth Claire Slade Kasey Taylor Mia Challinger Mardi Masson 

Bailey Couper Ethan Trenberth Tamika Berryman 










