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 To Do All Things Well “ 

 

EMBRACING THE DEPARTMENT FOR EDUCATION’S STRATEGY FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION. 

As we move through another exciting school term, I would like to highlight an important focus 

that our educators have been on, transforming the way our learners engage with their education: 

student agency. As educators we have been exploring ways to foster an environment where 

learners take ownership of their learning, actively measure and monitor their progress, and 

become self-directed learners. This learning has been part of an ongoing partnership with Lyn 

Coote who has been working with educators over the last two Student Free Days and will 

continue again with us on the next SFD on the 20th of September.  

UNDERSTANDING STUDENT AGENCY 

Student agency refers to how learners take active control of their own learning, making choices, 

setting goals, and reflecting on their progress. The Department for Education’s Strategy for Public 

Education emphasises fostering an environment where students are not just recipients of 

knowledge but active participants in their educational journey. By developing student agency, we 

help our learners build confidence, critical thinking skills, and a sense of ownership over their 

learning. 

LOOKING AHEAD 

As we continue to implement and refine these strategies, we are excited about the positive 

changes that lie ahead. We believe that by embracing the Department for Education’s focus on 

student agency, we are not only enhancing the educational experience for our learners but also 

preparing them for a successful future. 

Thank you for your continued support as we work together to create a learning environment 

where every student can thrive. We are working to involve families in this process through regular 

communication and collaboration to ensure that you are informed and part of your child’s 

learning journey. Parent Teacher Interviews in Week 9 are one way we aim to share information 

about your child with you and discuss their journey and progress in their learning. Information 

about booking a Parent Teacher Interview has been sent via Seesaw and EdSmart. 

BOOK WEEK  

We had the most wonderful week celebrating Book Week with fun activities across classes and 

the library and lots of READING. Thank you to the wonderful library staff Nyrie Baillie, Kerrie Wait 

and Ange McCallum for making Book Week a magical experience.  A big thank you to the families 

and caregivers for embracing Book Week and the exciting dress up day. The costumes were 

amazing with a huge number of participants this year. We can’t bring this together without your 

wonderful support. 

PAT TESTING  

Over the next three weeks, students in Years 3-10 will be sitting the Progressive Achievement Test 

(PAT) in both Maths and Reading. The PAT results support teachers in monitoring the progress of 

students’ development in Reading Comprehension and Maths. Students in R-2 will be completing 

the PAT in early Term 4. If your child is going to be away for an extended period of time over the 

next 3 weeks, please communicate this with your child’s teacher.  
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What's On 

STUDENT ABSENCES 

If your child is absent from school, please communicate this with your child’s teacher or via the 

school mobile 0427911299 if sending this information via the Seesaw app, please know that 

teachers may not receive this information immediately if sent during the teaching time of 8:45am 

-3:05pm and therefore may not record the absence on the DayMap Roll reflecting the reason for 

absence. As we move into communicating with parents via the DayMap messaging system please 

be patient with our Admin Staff.  

PRIMARY NEWS 

Week 6 Primary Assembly was hosted by the Year 6 students, showcasing their learning around 

the novel Boy Overboard by Morris Gleitzman along with their collaborative work with their Year 1 

Buddies on our school value: Achievement.  

SCHOOL VALUE AWARDS 

 
 

SECONDARY NEWS 

UNI SA PRESENTATION – Week 9 

Tuesday 17th September Tracey Watson from Uni SA (Whyalla) will be here to present to our 10-12 

students. The Year 10 presentation will focus on future careers based on individual learner 

profiles, and the Year 11/12 presentation will be an optional session for students interested in a 

Uni pathway.  

TRANSITION AND SCHOOL TOUR – Week 10 

On Monday Week 10 (23rd September) from 4:30-5:15pm we will welcome new and existing 

families of Year 6 students for a school tour and short presentation regarding Middle School at 

Tumby Bay Area School. Please contact Sarah Southern if you would like more information 

regarding this.  

Year 6 students will complete two transition days in Term 4: 
 

Week 4- Thursday 7th of November 
Week 7- Wednesday 27th of November 

 
The transition program supports students will some of the changes associated with middle 
schooling and exposes them to new routines and learning environments in the Middle School. 
More details to come out next term regarding this.  
 
LIAM CARR – SA SCHOOL BASED TRAINEE OF THE YEAR FINALIST 
 
Liam will attend the awards ceremony at the Adelaide Convention Centre on Wednesday 25th 
September. Sarah Southern and Annette Hammond will attend the ceremony to support Liam. If 
you haven’t yet voted for the People’s Choice category, then we would encourage you to do this. 
Please access the following link to cast your vote. www.skillscommission.sa.gov.au/2024-
satafinalists/2024-sata-voters-choice 

Class Trust Respect Achievement Community 

Foundation Reagan Searle George Oak Della James Faye LeBrun 

Year 1 Luka Clark Jackson Fox Maeve Juett William Oak 

Year 2 Lilah Chenhall Isaiah Visentin Papaya Borg Lola Saunders 

Year 3-4 Illy Sauturaga Peyton Wait Hewston Calderwood Louie Smith 

Year 4-5 Reef Borg Fletcher Barnett Ethan Lawrie Willow Harrison 

Year 6 Harper Franks Jaxon Dillon Raya Cook Gabrielle Chenhall 

20/9/24 Student Free 

Day 

24/9/24 7/8 Girls AFL 

Pt Lincoln 

26/9/24 Yr 3/4 Hot-

Shots Tennis 

@ T/Bay 

27/9/24 End of bTerm 

Dismiss 2.05 

14/10/24 Term 4  

http://www.skillscommission.sa.gov.au/2024-satafinalists/2024-sata-voters-choice
http://www.skillscommission.sa.gov.au/2024-satafinalists/2024-sata-voters-choice


SSO WEEK 

Monday 19th August to Friday 23 August was Student Support Officer (SSO) week.  

We thank our SSOs for all they do to support the teachers, students and families.  

We are very fortunate to have such a terrific team of SSOs working at our school. 

WELLBEING UPDATE 

 Gratitude  

Some benefits of practising gratitude are: 

 After 21 days, you start to scan the world for positives. 

 After 42 days you become: 

 More optimistic, energised & focused. 

 Less likely to get sick. 

 You will sleep better. 

 Anxiety and depression decreases. 

A few quick and simple ways to practice being grateful are: 

 Journaling; each night write down 3 things that went well for you that day or purchase a gratitude journal with 

gratitude prompts. 

 Write a gratitude letter to someone special, telling them why you are grateful they are in your life. 

 Have a family discussion on the way home from school or around the dinner table about the things that went well that 
day or made you smile. 

You can purchase 21-day, 6-month, and family journals from The Resilience Project website if that is something you’re 
interested in.    https://theresilienceproject.com.au/shop/ 

 

R U OK? DAY 

Thursday 12th September. 

RU OK? Day is a significant initiative in Australia focused on mental health awareness and encouraging conversations about 
wellbeing. Our school played a crucial role in promoting the ideas of RU OK? Day by organising various activities that helped 
students understand and engage with the concept.   Thank you to the Primary and Secondary Student voice who organised 
some engaging activities for our students to participate in today.   It was wonderful to see so many students wearing yellow 
in support of this significant day.   

 If you feel like something’s not quite the same with a friend – there’s something going on in their life or notice a change 
in what they’re doing or saying - trust that gut instinct and take the time to ask them, 'are you OK?' 

 

 When someone is struggling it can be hard to speak up and ask for help. By acting as ‘eyes and ears’ and reaching out 
to anyone who's going through a tough time we can show them they’re supported and encourage them to access help 
sooner. 

 

Rowan Ramsay Award 

The Rowan Ramsay School Community Award is open for nominations, for an individual staff, parent or community member 
who has gone above and beyond dedicating and volunteering their time and skills for our school. Please see further 
information about this and a nomination form, in this newsletter. Nominations close on the 28th of September. 
 

https://theresilienceproject.com.au/shop/


 

Last term our school participated in the Resilient Youth Survey (Year 3-12) and the Wellbeing and Engagement Collection (Year 4-12) , 

which provide valuable insights into the emotional and learning landscapes of our students. The Resilient Youth Survey explores factors 

that contribute to students' resilience, in terms of their strengths, life satisfaction, hopefulness, anxiety and depression, coping style, 

and risk and protective behaviours. Specifically, the survey measures the resilience and wellbeing of your young people across 9 key 

domains: Understanding Self, Social Skills, Positive Relationships, Safety, Healthy Body and Healthy Mind, Learning, Positive Attitude, 

Positive Values, Positive Identity.  Conversely the Wellbeing and Engagement Collection focuses on non-academic factors relevant to 

learning and participation. The survey asks young people how they think and feel about their experiences, both inside and outside of 

school. It includes questions related to areas of development linked to wellbeing, health and academic achievement.  By completing 

these surveys, our school gains a broader understanding of student experiences, enabling us to implement targeted strategies that 

support their growth and development. The data gathered serves as a critical tool for fostering a nurturing and effective educational 

environment.  

Wellbeing and Engagement collection data 2024 

It is pleasing to report that our bullying statistics are improving.  Physical bullying high wellbeing has improved 71% to 77 % 

Cyberbullying and physical bullying low wellbeing scored as a small percentage.  

The negative for social and verbal have almost halved from 2023.   

Primary data Health and wellbeing out of school  



60% of our primary student’s year 4-6 are getting good sleep.  15% are not getting the required amount 9-11 hours 

Secondary 7-12 data 

Sleep 57% of our students are getting the required amount of sleep 8-10 

27% ae struggling with the amount required 

Resilient Youth Survey- longitudinal results 2022- 2024. Whole school results 

The dotted lines are national average 

Concentrating – above national average 

Parent /carer who listens to me - Above national average and we are 

seeing an increase. 

I get along with others who are different from me.  Boys declining 

over the period of 2022 to 2024. 

To see more of our 2024 Wellbeing and Engagement and Resilient 

Youth survey data, please contact the Wellbeing Team.  Paul 

Stoddard, Tammy Stratford and Amanda Partington 



















Edmund Hansen 
has reached his  

500  

books read at 
Tumby Bay  

Library 



Community 
News 






